MATURE MINORS AND DECISION-MAKING POLICY

Help for non-English speakers

If you need help to understand the information in this policy, please contact Keysborough Secondary College.
Phone 03 9798 1877 — Acacia Campus or 03 9546 4144 — Banksia Campus or email at:
keysborough.sc@education.vic.gov.au.

PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance for Keysborough Secondary College Staff on when and how to assess
a student as being mature enough to make their own decision about a particular issue.

SUMMARY
=  Where a student under the age of 18 asks to make a decision instead of their parent or carer, principals
or others working with students in schools can decide that the student is capable of making their own
decision i.e. that they are a mature minor for the purpose of making a particular decision
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=  Whether it is in the student’s best interest to make the decision with or without parent/carer consent.

The College Principal or other professionals working with a student may decide that a student is a mature minor for
some decisions but not others. For example, the College Principal may decide that a student is a mature minor for the
purpose of consenting to a referral for SSS, but that does not necessarily mean that the College Principal will
automatically decide that the student is capable of making all decisions relating to their education or welfare.

When deciding whether a student should be considered to a mature minor for a particular decision at school, the
College Principal must also consider the human rights of any relevant parties (for example the student’s rights and
their parents/carer’s rights) as set out in the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (Vic) (Charter) and
must act compatibly with charter.

It can be assumed that a parent is making a decision for a mature minor, if the student has not made evident an
intention to make the decision independently of their parent or carer.

STUDENTS LIVING INDEPENDENTLY
Students sometimes do not live in the day-to-



Such circumstances might include:
= Concerns for the student’s safety, welfare or wellbeing due to allegations of family violence, emotional
abuse or sexual abuse
=  Entrenched/protracted parental conflict having an adverse impact on the student and their education
outcomes
= The student is estranged from the parent and the parent is not involved in supporting their child’s
education.

This policy does not apply to students aged 18 or over.

RELATED KEYSBOROUGH SECONDARY COLLEGE POLICIES
=  Child Safety Policy and Code of Conduct
=  Parent Code of Conduct Policy
= Rights and Responsibilities Statement
= Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy

RELATED DET POLICIES
= Decision Making Responsibilities for Students

RELEVANT LEGISLATION
=  Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (Vic)


https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/decision-making-responsibilities-students/policy

	COMMUNICATION

